Unit 3 – Poetry Controlled Assessment Prep.

How do the poets present the ideas of conflict in ‘Base Detail’ and 2 other poems?

INTRODUCTION

1) What theme do all poems include?

The poems ‘Base Detail’, ‘Parade’s End’ and ‘August’ all talk about…
2) What is the general message in all 3 poems?  What are the poets hoping to achieve by writing the poem?

The general message in all poems is that the poets feel…
MAIN BODY OF ASSESSMENT

Now write about the 3 poems.

3) What is ‘Base Detail’ about? (Write a brief summary of the conflict – don’t forget to mention the poet’s feelings)
In ‘Base Detail’ we learn that there are two types of conflict.  Firstly, the first world war and how soldiers are dying on the front line, but secondly how the lives of Majors in comparison to soldiers, is very different and there is discrimination.  The persona feels very angry and bitter towards the Major’s and their disregard for human life and the sacrifice the soldiers are making.
4) How does Sassoon use language to show conflict? 2 x P.E.E.E (Remember to link it back to tone and message)
 Firstly, Sassoon uses language to show the conflict in attitudes between Major’s and lower ranking soldiers.  He uses alliteration to imply that if he had a “puffy petulant face” like his Major, he wouldn’t be risking his life.  (1) The word “puffy” suggests that Majors are overweight, unhealthy and useless when it comes to fighting a war because they are so physically out of shape. (2) Also, like the animal kingdom, it could suggest that this Major is trying to enlarge himself, to make him look dominant and more important than other soldiers.  Secondly, the word “petulant” suggests that this and most Majors behave like children, throwing tantrums if their orders aren’t carried out.  This could also be a link to the idea that Majors are completely ignorant (like children) of the harsh realities of war and that they make reckless, impulsive decisions regarding other men’s lives.  The alliteration suggests tone, as it sounds as though it is being spat rather than spoken and this relates to the persona’s feelings of disgust and hatred toward the Major.
Another example of the poet’s bitter and sarcastic tone, to show conflict is when he mocks and impersonates the Major. ‘ “Poor young chap,” I’d say’.  This implies that the persona is angered by the fact the Major feels he can relate to the common soldier.  The tone of the Major is assumed to be insincere with (1)the word ‘poor’ being a direct link to the soldier’s class and pitiful position.  (2)The word ‘young’ should make the tragedy of them dying more intense but in this interpretation it is seen as inexperience from the Major and possibly the soldiers own fault for getting killed as youth will make mistakes.  Finally, the bitterest insult that is made by the persona is the word ‘chap’.  This word means friendship but the irony is that this Major will never know a real soldier or be friends with the common man due to his status and possibly wealth.
5) How does structure suggest meaning/tone and feelings of the poet?
Sassoon also uses structure to present ideas of conflict between the two people.  He uses a ballad form (1)to show a clear account of the situation.  The rhyming pattern is very basic – (2) a little like the title that the ‘Base Details’ of life are that if you are rich or a Major you are likely to be treated better.  Furthermore, the rhyme scheme is one usually associated with nursery rhymes or children’s songs; another suggestion by the poet of the Major’s childish attitude towards the war. By beginning with word ‘If’ the poet is conjecturing, hinting that if he really had the opportunity, he would behave in a totally different manner.
6) What is the message the poet is trying to send out to the reader?

In both examples, the message of the poet is one of protest for fair treatment of all and a feeling of disgust and anger at the reality of the world, the war at its discriminating systems.  He wants the views of the people in power to change.

NOW DO THE SAME FOR ‘AUGUST 6’ & ‘PARADE’S END’
Aiming for an A!








